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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

2. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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3. Claims 1-4 and 11-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over McConnell et al. (U.S PAT. 6,373,930 herein "McConnell") in view of Takatori et al. 
(U.S PUB. 2003/0078844 herein "Takatori"). 

Regarding claim 1 McConnell discloses a method for providing a wireless 
telephone service, the method comprising: providing a dedicated programmable 
wireless telecommunication switch coupled to a public switched telephone network, a 
voice mail server, and a billing server (col. 13 lines 10-43 and col. 22 lines 24-46); 
providing a wireless handset having a telephone number associated with it, the handset 
being capable of telephonic communication with the dedicated switch, and of placing 
and receiving telephones calls through the switch to and from telephone numbers on a 
secured list of telephone numbers programmed in the switch (col. 18 lines 15-41). 
McConnell differs from the claimed invention in not specifically teaching for providing x at 
least two billing accounts associated with the telephone number of the handset, the 
accounts comprising a secured account having a password and the telephone numbers 
of the secured list associated with it, and a dependent account having a password 
associated with it; detecting the telephone number of a caller of an incoming call to the 
handset, and if none is detected, then prompting the caller to provide a password; 
detecting the telephone number being called in an outbound call from the handset; 
debiting the secured account for completed incoming calls to the handset in which the 
detected number of the caller is on the secured list, or in which the caller provides the 
password of the secured account, and for completed calls from the handset to 
telephone numbers on the secured list; and, debiting the dependent account for 
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completed incoming calls to the handset in which the detected number of the caller is 
not on the secured list, or in which the caller does not provide the password of the 
secured account, and for completed outgoing calls from the handset to telephone 
numbers that are not on the secured list. However, Takatori teaches for providing at 
least two billing accounts associated with the telephone number of the handset, the 
accounts comprising a secured account having a password and the telephone numbers 
of the secured list associated with it, and a dependent account having a password 
associated with it (page 1 [0010] through [0014]); detecting the telephone number of a 
caller of an incoming call to the handset, and if none is detected, then prompting the 
caller to provide a password (page 2 [0028]); detecting the telephone number being 
called in an outbound call from the handset (page 2 [0029]); debiting the secured 
account for completed incoming calls to the handset in which the detected number of 
the caller is on the secured list, or in which the caller provides the password of the 
secured account, and for completed calls from the handset to telephone numbers on the 
secured list (page 5 [0084]); and, debiting the dependent account for completed 
incoming calls to the handset in which the detected number of the caller is not on the 
secured list, or in which the caller does not provide the password of the secured 
account, and for completed outgoing calls from the handset to telephone numbers that 
are not on the secured list (page 7 [0106]). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
McConnell for providing at least two billing accounts associated with the telephone 
number of the handset, the accounts comprising a secured account having a password 
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and the telephone numbers of the secured list associated with it, and a dependent 
account having a password associated with it; detecting the telephone number of a 
caller of an incoming call to the handset, and if none is detected, then prompting the 
caller to provide a password; detecting the telephone number being called in an 
outbound call from the handset; debiting the secured account for completed incoming 
calls to the handset in which the detected number of the caller is on the secured list, or 
in which the caller provides the password of the secured account, and for completed 
calls from the handset to telephone numbers on the secured list; and, debiting the 
dependent account for completed incoming calls to the handset in which the detected 
number of the caller is not on the secured list, or in which the caller does not provide the 
password of the secured account, and for completed outgoing calls from the handset to 
telephone numbers that are not on the secured list as per teaching of Takatori, because 
it provides a portable device at least storing an identifier of a user and outputting billing 
account information of any billing account of a plurality of billing accounts, and a control 
server having a storage for storing the identifier of the user and plural pieces of billing 
account information corresponding to the identifier and a charging for identifying the 
user by the identifier obtained from the portable device and determining a billing 
account to which a cost is charged by the billing account information obtained from the 
portable device. 

Regarding claim 2, McConnell further discloses a dependent list of telephone 
numbers is programmed in the switch, and further comprising: debiting the dependent 



Application/Control Number: 10/705,414 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2643 

account for completed incoming and outgoing calls to and from the handset that are 
made to and from telephone numbers that are on the dependent list (col. 8 lines 30-47). 

Regarding claim 3, McConnell further discloses the handset is capable of making 
calls only to telephone numbers that are on the secured or the dependent lists (col. 12 
lines 34-44). 

Regarding claim 4, McConnell further discloses the handset is capable of 
receiving calls only from telephone numbers that are on the secured or the dependent 
lists (col. 12 lines 34-44). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , McConnell further discloses the user of the handset 
attempts to make an outgoing call, and wherein credit is not available in either the 
dependant or the secured accounts, and further comprising: providing the user with an 
option of adding credit to the dependent or secured accounts by listening to a recorded 
advertising message (col. 14 line 61 through col. 15 line 12). 

Regarding claim 12, McConnell further discloses providing a third billing account 
associated with the telephone number of the handset, the third account comprising an 
alert service account and having associated with it a password and an alert service list 
of telephone numbers programmed in the switch (Fig. 3 col. 5 line 63 through col. 6 line 
4); calling the user of the handset at the telephone number thereof at selected times 
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and selected intervals (col. 13 lines 56-67); if the user answers the call, playing or 
displaying a first pre-recorded message to the user of the handset (col. 12 line 57 
through col. 13 line 9); prompting the user to acknowledge receipt of the message (col. 
12 line 57 through col. 13 line 9); if the user does not answer the call or does not 
acknowledge receipt of the message within a selected period of time, initiating an 
escalation process, comprising: repeating the call to the user at selected intervals 
thereafter (col. 13 lines 56-67); sequentially calling the telephone numbers on the alert 
service list (col. 19 lines 28-53; if a respondent at one of the numbers on the alert 
service list answers the call, playing or displaying a second pre-recorded message 
identifying the user, and stating that the user failed to acknowledge receipt of the first 
message (col. 12 line 57 through col. 13 line 9); prompting the respondent to 
acknowledge receipt of the second message (col. 12 line 57 through col. 13 line 9); and, 
continuously repeating the preceding steps until receipt of the first or the second 
message is acknowledged (col. 21 lines 53-64). 

Regarding claim 13, McConnell further discloses the first message comprises a 
reminder to take or administer medications (col. 2 lines 44-52). 

Regarding claim 14, Takatori further discloses the dedicated switch is further 
coupled to the internet, and further comprising: providing an interactive web page on the 
internet through which a customer or a customer's representative can obtain information 
regarding the customer's account and program selected features of the dedicated 
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switch that relate to the customer's account (page 5 [0086]); logging the customer or 
customer's representative onto the web page (page 1 [0005]); prompting the customer 
or customer's representative for the telephone number of the handset (page 2 [0027]); if 
the customer or customer's representative provides the telephone number of the 
handset, prompting the customer or customer's representative for the password of the 
secured account or the dependent account (page 2 [0028]); and, if the customer or 
customer's representative provides the password of the secured account or the 
dependent account, providing the customer or customer's representative with the status 
of the secured account or the dependent account and enabling the customer or 
customer's representative to modify the secured list of telephone numbers online (page 
2 [0028]). 

Regarding claim 15, Takatori further discloses the dedicated switch is further 
coupled to the internet, and further comprising: providing an interactive web page on the 
internet through which a customer or a customer's representative can obtain information 
regarding the customer's account and program selected features of the dedicated 
switch that relate to the customer's account (page 5 [0086]); logging the customer or 
customer's representative onto the web page (page 1 [0005]); prompting the customer 
or customer's representative for the telephone number of the handset (page 2 [0027]); if 
the customer or customer's representative provides the telephone number of the 
handset, prompting the customer or customer's representative for the password of the 
secured account or the dependent account (page 2 [0028]); and, if the customer or 
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customer's representative provides the password of the secured account or the 
dependent account, providing the customer or customers representative with the status 
of the secured account or the dependent account and enabling the customer to modify 
the secured list or the dependent list of telephone numbers online (page 2 [0028]). 

Regarding claim 16, Takatori further discloses the dedicated switch is further 
coupled to the internet, and further comprising: providing an interactive web page on the 
internet through which a customer or a customer's representative can obtain information 
regarding the customer's account and program selected features of the dedicated 
switch that relate to the customer's account (page 5 [0086]); logging the customer or 
customer's representative onto the web page (page 1 [0005]); prompting the customer 
or customer's representative for the telephone number of the handset (page 2 [0027]); if 
the customer or customer's representative provides the telephone number of the 
handset, prompting the customer for the password of the alert service account (page 2 
[0028]); and, if the customer provides the password of the alert service account, 
providing the customer with the status of the alert service account and enabling the 
customer to modify the times and intervals of the calls to the handset user, the message 
played or displayed to the user, the selected intervals at which repeat calls to the user 
are made, and the telephone numbers of the alert service list online (page 2 [0027] and 
[0028]). 
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4. Claims 5-10 and 17-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over McConnell et al. (U.S PAT. 6,373,930 herein "McConnell") in view of 
Takatori et al. (U.S PUB. 2003/0078844 herein "Takatori") as applied to claims above, 
and further in view of Fougnies et al. (U.S PAT. 6,157,823 herein "Fougnies"). 
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Regarding claim 5, McConnell and Takatori, in combination, fails to discloses the 
telephone number of an incoming caller corresponds to a number on the secured list, or 
the caller provides the secured account password, and further comprising: determining 
whether credit is available in the secured account; if credit is not available in the 
secured account, providing the caller with an option of recording a voice mail to the 
handset user on the voice mail server; if credit is available in the secured account, 
determining whether the user is available to take the call; if the user is not available to 
take the call, providing the caller with an option of recording a voice mail to the user on 
the mail server; if the user is available to take the call, connecting the call to the 
handset; metering the length of the call; and, debiting the secured account for the call. 
However, Fougnies teaches the telephone number of an incoming caller corresponds to 
a number on the secured list, or the caller provides the secured account password, and 
further comprising: determining whether credit is available in the secured account (Fig. 
2 col. 6 lines 11-43); if credit is not available in the secured account, providing the caller 
with an option of recording a voice mail to the handset user on the voice mail server 
(Fig. 2 col. 6 lines 41-55); if credit is available in the secured account, determining 
whether the user is available to take the call (col. 6 lines 34-41); if the user is not 
available to take the call, providing the caller with an option of recording a voice mail to 
the user on the mail server (Fig. 2 col. 6 lines 41-55); if the user is available to take the 
call, connecting the call to the handset (col. 10 lines 1 1-21); metering the length of the 
call (col. 6 lines 44-55); and, debiting the secured account for the call (col. 9 lines 16- 
28). Therefore, it is obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 



Application/Control Number: 10/705,414 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2643 

was made to incorporate the disclosing of Fougnies into view of McConnell and 
Takatori, in order to recognize for a cellular telecommunications system which permits 
access by pre-paid users, without the need for modifying the cellular radiotelephones 
commonly in use. 

Regarding claim 6, McConnell further discloses credit is not available in the 
secured account, and further comprising: providing the caller with an alternative option 
of adding credit to the secured account by listening to a recorded advertising message 
(col. 14 line 61 through col. 15 line 12). 

Regarding claim 7, Fougnies further discloses the caller leaves a voice mail to 
the user on the voice mail server, and wherein the dedicated switch is further coupled to 
the internet, and further comprising: recording the voice mail as or converting it to a 
sound file (col. 6 lines 1 1-55); and, transmitting the sound file to an e-mail address of 
the user (col. 6 lines 11-55). 
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Regarding claim 8, Fougnies further discloses the telephone number of an 
incoming caller corresponds to a number of the dependent list, and further comprising: 
determining whether credit is available in the dependent account (col. 6 lines 1 1-43); if 
credit is not available in the dependent account, providing the caller with an option of 
recording a voice mail to the handset user on the voice mail server (Fig. 2 col. 6 lines 
41-55); if credit is available in the dependent account, determining whether the user is 
available to take the call (col. 6 lines 34-41); if the user is not available to take the call, 
providing the caller with an option of recording a voice mail to the user on the voice mail 
server (col. 6 lines 41-55); if the user is available to take the call, connecting the call to 
the handset (col. 10 lines 11-21); metering the length of the call (col. 6 lines 44-55); and, 
debiting the dependent account for the call (col. 9 lines 16-28). 

Regarding claim 9, Fougnies further discloses the caller leaves a voice mail to 
the user on the voice mail server, and wherein the dedicated switch is further coupled to 
the internet, and further comprising: recording the voice mail as or converting it to a 
sound file; and, transmitting the sound file to an e-mail address of the user (col. 6 lines 
11-55). 
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Regarding claim 10, McConnell further credit is not available in the dependent 
account, and further comprising: providing the caller with an alternative option of adding 
credit in the dependent account by listening to a recorded advertising message (col. 14 
line 61 through col. 15 line 12). 

Regarding claim 17, Fougnies further discloses at least one of the telephone 
numbers of the secured list includes a home location telephone number provided by a 
fixed wire telephone provider, and further comprising: determining whether the 
telephone number of the caller of an incoming call to the handset corresponds to a 
telephone number of the secured list (Fig. 2 col. 6 lines 11-43); if the telephone number 
of the caller corresponds to a telephone number of the secured list, connecting the call 
to the handset (col. 10 lines 1 1-21); metering the length of the call (col. 6 lines 44-55); 
and, charging the cost of the call to the home location number through the fixed wire 
provider (col. 9 lines 16-28). 

Regarding claim 18, Fougnies further discloses providing the caller with an option 
of charging the cost of the call to the home location number through the fixed wire 
provider (col. 5 line 57 through col. 6 line 10). 

Regarding claim 19, Fougnies further discloses prompting the caller for the 
secured account password (col. 1 lines 11-21). 
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Regarding claim 20, Fougnies further discloses at least one of the telephone 
numbers of the secured list includes a home location telephone number provided by a 
fixed wire telephone provider, and further comprising: determining whether a telephone 
number being called by the handset corresponds to a number on the secured list (Fig. 2 
col. 6 lines 1 1-43); if the telephone number being called corresponds to a telephone 
number of the secured list, connecting the call (col. 10 lines 11-21); metering the length 
of the call (col. 6 lines 44-55); and, charging the cost of the call to the home location 
number through the fixed wire provider (col. 9 lines 16-28). 

Regarding claim 21, Fougnies further discloses providing the caller with an option 
of charging the cost of the call to the home location number through the fixed wire 
provider (col. 5 line 57 through col. 6 line 10). 

Regarding claim 22, Fougnies further discloses prompting the user for the 
dependent account password (col. 3 lines 3-8). 



Conclusion 



5. 



Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Mail Stop, 



(Explanation, e.g., Amendment or After-final, etc.) 



Commissioner for Patents 



P.O. Box 1450 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Facsimile responses should be faxed to: 

(571)273-8300 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 

Customer Service Window 

Randolph Building 

401 Dulany Street 

Alexandria, VA 22313 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tuan H. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8329. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00Am - 5:00Pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on (571) 272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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